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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR COMMITTEE 

The Committee has been kept very busy over the last few weeks. We have been 
constantly monitoring the Coronavirus developments and as you are aware all 
meetings have been cancelled until further notice. 

Prior to this we were asking what could be done to keep our U3A active and 
what could be done in the way of support in the event of cancelling meetings.  
We think that groups have an important role here both in setting up virtual 
social contact to mitigate loneliness and identifying  any difficulties members 
may be having and in keeping the groups going by alternative means. 

For certain, groups will have their own ideas on this but, for example could 
groups set up a telephone tree approach to keep in touch with each other a 
couple of times a week? Of course members will need to give their group 
leaders permission to use their telephone numbers in this way. 

Groups could be kept going by setting up virtual meetings on  Skype, Zoom, 
What’s app, Messenger   Or Face time. Indeed your Committee held the  March’s 
Committee meeting over Skype last Monday.

There are many resources available on “you tube” for example which could be 
studied with feedback by say e-mail  or Skype to other group members. 

U3A National Website has links to many on-line resources. I am sure our groups 
will come up with some excellent ideas here. It would be good for groups that 
do to share their ideas in our Newsletter? 
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PAINTING AND DRAWING GROUP

My Favourite Artists

#1 Paul Klee

If there was only one artist’s work that I could take to a desert island, it would 
have to be Paul Klee’s. His work is so varied and charming that I never tire of 
looking at them. 
But first, some basic facts:

1879/1940 - Born in Switzerland
Art style -  Expressionist, various
Famous for Teaching at the Bauhaus from 1921 to 1931
Legacy - 9000 works of art -  Zentrum, Paul Klee, Bern, Switzerland
 
Why I Love Paul Kee

When i first saw Klee’s work I was browsing in a bookshop, and chancing upon a 
book called ‘Painting Music’ immediately felt I was looking at art that conveyed 
something much more than mere representation, but was joyful and mysterious, 
emotional and sacred. I was hooked and have since acquired a small library of 
Klee books, visited the Zentrum in Bern dedicated to his work, and spent many 
hours in galleries looking at his paintings.

A Very Quick Biography

Klee grew up in a musical household and was a talented violinist with early 
ambitions to pursue a career in music, but it was art that he felt provided the 
means to express himself.
He married Lily, a piano teacher, and they had a son, Felix.

He became a member of the art group, Der Blaue Reiter (Blue Rider) and visited 
Tunis with fellow group member August Macke in 1914, where he experienced a 
colourful epiphany.
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He fought in the first world war, which claimed Macke’s life, and in 1921 he 
went to Weimar to teach at the newly formed Bauhaus, where he was very 
popular with the students.

Fleeing from the Nazis in 1933, who considered him a Jew, Klee took his family 
to live in Switzerland where he began to show symptoms of the progressive 
disease scleroderma, which would later take his life.

Prolific till his death in 1940, Klee had produced 9000 works of art and was 
admired by both critics and his peers, including Kandinsky and Picasso.

Some Examples of Klee’s Artwork

In 1925, Klee produced this painting, Fish Magic, which shows his mastery of 
colour and his unorthodox approach to composition.

                   Fish Magic, 1925, Philadelphia Museum of Art.     
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